Christina Garcia-Mata
November 13, 1981 - June 28, 2021

Christy Garcia-Mata, devoted mother, wife, daughter and teacher lost her life hiking the
Franklin Mountains, on June 28, 2021. She loved life, nature, travel, yoga, humanity,
culture, music, dancing, world cuisine, teaching, history, her precious son and family, and
the lifelong pursuit of finding her highest self.
Christy was born on November 13, 1981 in El Paso, Texas. She was a proud Alumni of
Del Valle High School and the University of Texas at El Paso, where she earned a
bachelor’s degree in both History and Chicano Studies.
While studying postgraduate Hip Hop Studies at UTEP she would meet the young man
who would soon become her soulmate, Gabriel Mata. Soon they would embark on an epic
journey through Mexico Lindo, to rediscover their indigenous roots and the roots of their
Chicano Souls! During this journey they would fall in love and decide to begin a new life
with each other in Austin, Tx. The love of hip hop, the love of yoga, the love of
backpacking Mama Earth, the love of deep communion with the Great Spirit, and the love
of Mexico would unite them every step of their life journey.
Their adventurous spirits would lead them to backpack North, Central, and South America;
they would sojourn to Jamaica to exchange sacred vows in front of their Rasta brothers
Captain Larry Culture and Captain Ever Ready in the crystal clear holy waters of Negril
and then exchange vows with only each other and the Great Spirit on One Love Island!
In life Christy or as many of her friends called her, Chiquita Bonita; fiercely pursued her
unrelenting passion for education, being a beacon of light for the youth of the world, and
being a lifelong student in her deep knowledge that one should never stop searching and
learning the righteous truths of this extraordinary existence.
Christy is survived by her husband, Gabriel Mata; her pride and joy, Jabril; her parents,
Daniel and Mary Garcia; sister, Sarah Garcia and nieces Danielle and Sararae Gonzalez;
along with the many inspired students, faculty, countless fellow humans who were uplifted
by her graceful spirit, countless loving friends, and her loving extended family. As well as
she would say, “all her brothers and sisters of the Human Race; The One Love Family”
Christy Mata once shared with her father, Daniel, that she wanted to wake up every day
happy to love what she did, and to have an impact on young minds and hearts. Her

purpose was fulfilled and now has spread at the speed of light throughout the world and
the cosmos. The students and faculty of Akins High School remember her passion,
strength, unwavering belief in them, how she advocated for and inspired them, her
unrelenting belief in every person’s potential if nurtured by righteousness, and above all;
her radiant smile which instantly transmitted truth, pure love, empathy and grace.
Her ability to positively affect a room with her presence was a blessing to experience; her
passion for life contagious; her welcoming embrace powerful; her understanding and
acceptance nurturing; her love for life righteous; her compassion unwavering; her love
freely given and endless. To know Mrs. G was to be called Sister or Brother, Hermana or
Hermano; she was and will forever be our Righteous Sister. She is a daughter; she is a
wife; she is a mother, and she was and will always be a teacher. Even now she is teaching
us...teaching us to look to one another, to be righteous, to embrace, to accept, and above
all, smile...radiantly... smile.
Christy would want each of you to live each day like it may be your last. She lived her
precious life with this Buddhist philosophy, “Every day, have a little bird on your shoulder
that asks, Is today the day? Am I being the person I want to be? No doubt Christy
succeeded in finding her highest self and truth, so the Great Spirit called her home!”
Celebration of Life and live streaming will start at 5:00 PM at http://www.facebook.com/sun
setfuneralhome

Events
JUL
7

Gathering of Remembrance04:00PM - 08:00PM
Sunset Funeral Homes- East
750 N. Carolina, El Paso, TX, US, 79915

JUL
7

Celebration of Life/Stream Service05:00PM
Sunset Funeral Home - East
750 N. Carolina, El Paso, TX, US, 79915

Comments

“

Mrs. Mata, not a single day goes by where i don’t think of you. It’s been so hard
knowing that you’re no longer a phone call away… I miss being in your class, in your
presence. I love you so much, i wish you were here.

Diego Hernandez - August 25 at 02:03 PM

“

My condolences and prayers to the family my three sons went to Akins and they
knew her she made a Difference in the school she cared for her students she was
one of my son’s favorite teacher she will always be remembered and truly miss . May
God be your comfort
Praying for your family
From my sons Moses ,Matthew ,Abraham
Akins students she will be remembered

Dawn - July 18 at 06:09 PM

“

I am blessed to have known and formed a true friendship with Christina while
working with her as a member of the AVID team on our campus. Her beautiful smile,
her beautiful spirit and her love of her family and the students she came into contact
with each and everyday will always be dear to my heart.
To this bereaved family, please know that you are uplifted in prayer and I leave you
with the words found in John:14:27
John 14:27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.
May our Heavenly Father continue to be a source of strength and comfort to each of
you.
My heartfelt condolences,
Susan Thames
Assistant Principal
New Tech Academy
Dr. W. Charles Akins Early College High School

Susan Thames - July 07 at 06:17 PM

“

3 files added to the album LifeTributes

Sunset Funeral Homes - July 07 at 05:44 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to the family.
Christy was always so happy and cheerful.
May she Rest In Peace.

Mr. & Mrs. Pablo Ayala - July 07 at 04:36 PM

“

From. Estella and Gilbert Gamboa. Our deepest condolences to the Garcia’s and Family .
Chrissy had the a very beautiful smile . May. God give you strength and peace. May she
Rest In Peace.
Stella Gamboa - July 07 at 05:56 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to the Garcia ‘s and Family. Chrissy will be remembered for her
beauty and great smile.. may god give you peace and strength. From Stella and Gilbert
Stella Gamboa - July 07 at 05:59 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Christina Garcia-Mata.

July 07 at 02:51 PM

“

Debbie Black lit a candle in memory of Christina Garcia-Mata

Debbie Black - July 07 at 07:40 AM

“

I’ll always remember that beautiful smile of yours and all the memories we had
together, how u made my b day mornings better mrs.MATA thank you for always
being there and for being the best for all of us. Akins eagles for life, one Love. Until
we meet again, fly high love.
<3
Love amy r,

amy r - July 07 at 02:25 AM

“

Christy was definitely one of the good ones, solid good. She was wise, beautiful,
smart, fun, bubbly and full of laughter. I remember during high school we ended up
going to the same drivers-ed class. I was so glad she was there to make something
so boring so much fun. We laughed way too much but we got our license. She was
voted prom queen, who better to take the throne, Christy! One of the last times I ran
into her, she had dreads and I thought, wow she can pull anything off. Its clear her
spirit shined through in anything she did. Glad I was able to call her a friend. This is a
tremendous loss but I hope her spirit lives through her little one and her memory is
kept alive by her loved ones. My deepest condolences to her family and anyone who
feels the void of her presence. May you rest in grace and love. Your old friend, Liz
Petrin (Gonzalez).

Elizabeth Gonzalez-Petrin - July 07 at 12:04 AM

“

When my wife, Christina, (Christy's tocaya) and I started working at Akins last
August, Ms. Garcia Mata was one of the first persons we met in our new teacher
orientation. She made us feel welcome. Her smile and attitude were contagious.
Throughout the year, it was always a smile and a hi as we passed each other in the
hallways. I am grateful that our lives crossed paths in the hallways of Akins. I am the
better for having had such a beautiful soul touch my life.

Carlos Garcia - July 06 at 02:51 PM

“

Maryann Bernadett lit a candle in memory of Christina Garcia-Mata

Maryann Bernadett - July 05 at 11:50 PM

“

Ofelia Varela lit a candle in memory of Christina Garcia-Mata

Ofelia Varela - July 05 at 06:06 PM

“

Amanda Beaumont-Sparks lit a candle in memory of Christina Garcia-Mata

Amanda Beaumont-Sparks - July 03 at 05:54 PM

“

Memories of my time in high school seem to get harder to remember as the days go
on. Despite this, I could never forget her smile and how she brightened the room to
make all of our problems disappear. I remember clearly the discussion I had in class
one day with Mrs. Garcia-Mata. She had told us to live our lives each day as if it were
our last. This stuck with me so much that in fact I have reflected on this memory
countless times as i have gone through the struggles of every day adult life.
One of the many reasons that made Mrs. Garcia-Mata such an incredible person,
was that she genuinely cared about her students. She valued the emotional and
mental health of her students in a way that no other teacher had done before. As a
freshman she told us to write a letter to our future selves so that we could read it
when we graduated. Four years later she fulfilled her promise as she hunted each of
us down and gave us our letter as we stood ready to walk across the stage. She
didn’t have to do that for us, most people had forgotten that they had written a letter.
She did it because she cared enough about us to do it and follow through with it.
Almost 10 years has passed since i was a student in her class. I cannot thank her
enough for the lessons she instilled upon me that made me the man i am today.

J Trevino - July 03 at 03:09 AM

“

Teresa Grumbles and the Akins AVID Family purchased the Basket Full of Wishes for
the family of Christina Garcia-Mata.

Teresa Grumbles and the Akins AVID Family - July 02 at 02:57 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Christina Garcia-Mata.

July 02 at 11:21 AM

“

I love you

Javier Martinez - July 01 at 11:58 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Christina Garcia-Mata.

July 01 at 11:49 PM

“

Teresa Grumbles lit a candle in memory of Christina Garcia-Mata

Teresa Grumbles - July 01 at 06:02 PM

“

Sandra Ortegon lit a candle in memory of Christina Garcia-Mata

Sandra Ortegon - July 01 at 02:23 PM

“

I had the privilege of working with Christina for twelve years at Akins High School.
She was the best of us. Christina was a beacon of light, love, and intelligence. She
made every second I was around her brighter and I cannot yet grasp she is gone.
Her students adored and admired her as much as her colleagues did. When I made
the difficult decision to leave Akins, my last visit to her room was the most bittersweet
of my farewell tour. I cannot imagine the pain Gabriel and her family must be feeling
having had the joy of such a wonderful human being in their lives only to be replaced
so suddenly and unexpectedly by an unfillable void.

Richard Kelly - July 01 at 02:16 PM

“

Cathy Sandoval lit a candle in memory of Christina Garcia-Mata

Cathy Sandoval - July 01 at 12:59 PM

“

Thelma Reyes lit a candle in memory of Christina Garcia-Mata

Thelma Reyes - July 01 at 11:59 AM

“

Rebecca Gigliotti-Barton lit a candle in memory of Christina Garcia-Mata

Rebecca Gigliotti-Barton - July 01 at 11:40 AM

