Judge Philip Ray Martinez
July 13, 1957 - February 26, 2021

The Honorable Philip Ray Martinez, was born July 13, 1957, in El Paso, Texas, and
passed away of natural causes on February 26, 2021. He served as a judge at the county,
state, and federal levels for over thirty (30) years. Throughout his career, he received
numerous awards and honors. In addition to being an esteemed jurist, he was fiercely
devoted to his family, his friends, and his community. Phil was a man of faith and a lover of
music, devoting every morning to praying the rosary and playing piano at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral. He was a constant advocate for his beloved El Paso. And he was an avid
golfer and a firm believer in the power of education. Judge Martinez was educated in El
Paso’s public schools, as well as the University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) and Harvard
Law School. He was a proud UTEP Miner and established a scholarship for UTEP
undergraduates. He also interviewed students for admission to Harvard University. Above
all else, Phil always thought of others before himself and modeled humility and kindness.
He was the light of his family and will be greatly missed. His family thanks God for the
gracious gift of sixty-three wonderful years with Phil. Judge Martinez is survived by his
parents, Phil Martinez, Sr. and Evangelina Martinez; his wife of 36 years, Mayela Del
Carmen Martinez; his children, Jaclyn Elysse Martinez Resly (Erik) and Lauren Amanda
Martinez Supnet (Axton); his grandson, Robert Philip Supnet; his siblings, Richard
Martinez (Martha), Roger Martinez (Selina), Patrick Martinez (Michelle), and Rebecca
Sanchez (Joe); and many loved in-laws, nieces and nephews, and godchildren. Phil is
also survived by many extended family members, colleagues, and friends to cherish and
honor his memory.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, and with the intention that those dear to him who will not
attend the services in person can still participate, you may join the Rosary, Funeral Mass,
and Burial virtually on Facebook Live (no account needed) at: https://www.facebook.com/s
unsetfuneralhome. Streaming will begin at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 6, 2021, and 9:
00 a.m. on Monday, March 8, 2021. In-person services are private.
In lieu of flowers, you may make a memorial contribution to the Philip R. Martinez Endowe
d Scholarship Fund at UTEP. You can make your donation online at https://givingto.utep.e
du/Martinez or by mail via check, payable to UTEP and indicating the endowment name
(UTEP Institutional Advancement, 500 W. University, Kelly Hall, 6th Floor, El Paso, TX 799

68).
Services are entrusted to Sunset Funeral Home-West. https://www.sunsetfuneralhomes.n
et/

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Sunset Funeral Homes - March 04 at 03:28 PM

“
“

You will will be missed but never forgotten.
Miguel Rodela - March 04 at 08:34 PM

You were a judge whose footsteps every judge should aspire to walk in. I am honored to
have spent time working with such an eloquent and caring judge. You will be so very
missed.
Laura Stewart - March 06 at 01:31 AM

“

Mayela, Jacqueline, Lauren & FAMILIA...There will never be adequate words, looks of
Sympathy or enough “Loving Tears” to express the LOVE of Phil David & I have

. He

showed & taught us Humility, Patience, to Listen Well & never hold back from saying &
showing “Affection-Love” to Famimy or Friend. His Fait & Spirit & Live to the Lord & Our
Blessed Mother is one to Admire & Cherish .... I know his SOUL was immediately embrace
in Heaven that Friday night as he left our physical world ... His Reward & Gift for living his
life as a Son, Brother, Husband, Dad, Grandad & Friend ... He will be in our Hearts &
Memory, but so immensely missed
Cindy & David, Dan Flores - March 06 at 11:04 AM

“

My condolences and most heartfelt sympathies to family Judge Phil Martinez and Acts
brother. It was such a blessing to have known him and I too will miss him much. May God’s
graces of healing be with you.
John Cazares - March 06 at 11:52 AM

“
“

Un Juez con el amor de Dios y nuestra Madre Maria.
Lupita García - March 06 at 12:00 PM

With sad & broken hearts we grieve with you Mayela, Jackie, Lauren & Family. There aren’t
enough words to express what a Great Man Phil was. Forever in our Hearts. Our deepest
sympathies. With Much Love and Respect, your Compadres Shy & Eddie
Shy Rodriguez - March 06 at 12:05 PM

“

We are sending our thoughts and our most heartfelt condolences to Mayela and family.
It was a honor to work with Judge Martinez and be a part of his chambers family in 20182019. As one of his law clerks, it was a honor to see and listen to him in court, where he
was so eloquent, compassionate, and wise. He administered justice with grace and
dedication. Judge was a wonderful mentor. I’ll cherish the memories of Judge and the
words he shared, whether it was the short chats before court started or when he swore me
and my co-clerk in as attorneys.

Outside of the courtroom, he was warm and welcoming and made El Paso feel like home
for us. We will miss him.
- Melissa and Balaji
Melissa Wee - March 06 at 02:21 PM

“

My prayers and love are with you, Mayela. I was happy to hear you include "Do You Love
Me?" in the funeral Mass. Phil felt that he was inspired when he wrote the words and
melody. The words were an expression of his faith--he was more than devout--He was
virtuous and sincere in his love for God, for you, his family, his Church, his community, his
nation, and all who hunger and thirst for justice--especially the most vulnerable in our
society. I was fortunate to call him a friend. -- Fr Iim Rutkowski
Nicholas Rutkowski - March 06 at 03:17 PM

“

Thinking of you, Jackie with a heavy heart. My deepest sorrow to your mom and sister.
Tonie Prata
Tonie Prata - March 07 at 05:08 PM

“

Judge Martinez was a wonderful person, an excellent Judge, and a dear friend.
Maria and I are heartbroken. He was well respected in his community and among his
fellow judges. We will always remember the wonderful times shared with Phil and
Mayela when they came to visit us in Argentina Our deepest sympathy goes out to
Mayela, Jacqueline, and Lauren.
Judge/Ambassador Ed Prado and Maria Prado

Edward Prado - March 08 at 05:32 PM

“

4 files added to the album Memories Album

Menesha - March 08 at 03:31 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Lolly and Ken McDermott - March 08 at 10:35 AM

“

There was no better gift that God could have given me that I got to know you both in the
Holy Land. It made me go back and look at all our pictures. This picture of him in the tomb
of Lazarus captured it all for me about the strength of our Faith. Great peace because
those who knew Phil know he believed in the resurrection and the life.
Until we meet again. Pray for us
Lolly McDermott
Lolly and Ken McDermott - March 08 at 10:46 AM

“

Our deepest condolences and prayers go out to you Mayela and the entire Martinez
family on your loss. I have been so fortunate to know Phil as my first connection with
him was through the Burges High School Mustang golf team. I carried Phil’s golf bag
in all of the high school tournaments and he took me under his wing. Phil gave me a
golf home by connecting me with the Ascarate golf community. It was a joy and a
pleasure to be his golf teammate and a friend during my high school years. Phil was
a great person and an inspiration to us all. We are so thankful to have known him
and our memories will live forever. David and Karen Silva

DAVID SILVA - March 07 at 08:01 PM

“

We Will Miss You Dear Cousin, Love Gina Martinez Garza and Family

Virginia Martinez Garza - March 06 at 10:59 PM

“

Judge Martinez, thank you for helping to make me the probation officer you always
envisioned and wanted from each of your probation officers. From my start with you
in 1992 at El Paso County Juvenile Probation to my career (1998-Present) at the
U.S. Probation Office, you always instilled in me to do the best, be the best, always
strive for excellence in all things big and small, and do what is right with compassion
for the people we serve. Your example is something that will always live with me and
continue to guide my actions, not just at work but in my life. I will forever be grateful
to you and never forget you for that. The mercy and grace you always displayed on
and off the bench left such a lasting impression on so many of us, we will always
proudly call ourselves “your officers.” May God always keep you and your family
safe. Rest In Peace now sir.

Samuel Hernandez - March 06 at 03:44 PM

“

La sencillez como ser humano, y su pasion por Dios nuestro Señor y a nuestra
Madre Santísima.

Lupita García - March 06 at 11:50 AM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Richard Martinez - March 06 at 09:41 AM

“

We are grateful to have shared many wonderful memories with Phil. He was a kind
and gentle soul. We will miss him terribly. God has truly blessed us with 40 years of
friendship.
Robert & Lori Valdez

Robert & Lori Valdez - March 06 at 09:24 AM

“

Our most sincere condolences and prayers are sent to Mayela and family. May you
be comforted knowing that Phil left an amazing legacy of kindness, genuine faith and
judicial excellence.
During the Clinton inauguration in 1993, we enjoyed a wonderful dinner with Phil,
Mayela, Judge Juan & Terry Vasquez. Memories that we will cherish forever. We join
you in your grief.
Robert (Bobby) and Kathleen (Kathie) Olivares

Kathleen Olivares - March 06 at 03:03 AM

“

The Harvard Law School Alianza alumni share deepest condolences with friends and
relatives. We’ve been reminiscing about him and memories of his attendance at and
participation in Latino Alumni Celebrations in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 2017,
2012 and 2007. This photo is from 2012. He is missed already.

Judge Yvonne E. Campos - March 05 at 08:41 PM

“

15 files added to the album Memories Album

Sarah Valenzuela - March 05 at 05:16 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Jose Kennard - March 05 at 03:22 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to Mayela and the entire Martinez family. Our prayers are for the
Lord to grant them all the peace that only He can provide as they mourn their loss. Phil was
a giant in El Paso, always willing to help others, a devoted family man strong in his faith.
While we did not have much contact with him after moving to Seattle. we are fondly
reminded of the great times we had together including this photo of Phil and Mayela with
the group of us from El Paso that attended the Clinton inaugural where he and Mayela
impromptu entertained us. He will be sorely missed and El Paso lost a great leader and
advocate. May he rest in peace.
JoAnn and Joe Kennard
Jose Kennard - March 05 at 03:31 PM

“

Sending lots of prayers and love to Mayela and the girls!!! Back in the day when we
would all get together for different events. My mom (Eva) would always say when it
comes to Phil Martínez there is no other friend of Terry’s that is more handsome!!! My
mom would go on and on just look at his beautiful eyes, they smile at you, and his
smile warms a room. My mother always said that his personality was also his
greatest quality and that made him even more handsome. Imagine all this said in her
dramatic Spanish language. I used to tell Phil all this from time to time and he would
just smile with disbelief. My mom like the rest of us is heartbroken and in disbelief
that handsome Phil has passed.

Zulema Bassham close friend - March 05 at 03:06 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to Mayela, the Girls, Mr. and Mrs. Martinez, Ray's brothers
and sister, specially Richard, our prayers are with you all in this most difficult time.
Gerardo and Graciela Vargas

Gerardo Vargas - March 05 at 02:32 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Sunset Funeral Homes - March 05 at 01:30 PM

“

8 files added to the tribute wall

Lauren Martinez Supnet - March 05 at 11:43 AM

“

Good people, like Phil, leave huge holes in the lives of the people left behind. We
remember well Phil's acts of kindness and share in the sadness of his loss. Our
condolences to his entire family - Manny and Julie Martinez

Julie Martinez - March 05 at 11:22 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Israel Silvas - March 05 at 11:11 AM

“

3 files added to the tribute wall

zack zaharoff - March 05 at 11:08 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Israel Silvas - March 05 at 11:03 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Israel Silvas - March 05 at 10:57 AM

“

Mayela and beautiful Martinez family,words are difficult to capture the impact Phil
had on his faith community legal community and friends. Your husband ,dad
,son,brother ,
Father in law touched all of us in such a way that truly his memory will be deeply
rooted in our hearts. His smile ,warm abrazos and genuine carino are Phil Martinez
legendary trademarks. Our fondest memories were the Governors inauguration in
Austin, when Phil and Mayela sat at the piano, entertained 20 other party seekers
and lit up the room with Las Vegas style song and dance. Then a couple of years
later at the Clinton inauguration standing in the refreshment stand and turning
around
And telling the man behind us,hey aren’t you Superman? christopher Reeve was tall
and ,handsome but no match for the El Paso delegation in their formal attire best.
Your God given music and song making abilities shared with your Church and your
friends are our gifts. Thank you Phil , may you rest knowing that you impacted us all.
Danny and Ceci Mena

danny mena - March 05 at 09:59 AM

“

Mayela and Martinez family, I am so, so sorry for your loss. I will alway remember Phil’s
always genuine smile and laugh and the pride and love that radiated from his face when
seeing or talking about his girls. Sending love, hugs and prayers.
Annette Krimmer - March 05 at 10:04 AM

“

Mayela and Family, I'm very, very saddened to hear of Judge's passing. When he
hired me as his court reporter, he changed my life. I'm very thankful for the time that I
was there working. It's very difficult to know he's no longer here. I've worked for many
judges throughout my career and Judge Maritnez was one of my favorites. He
pushed me to be the best reporter I could be. He was a great judge to write for. No
chaos in the courtroom. Thank you, Judge, for that.
One of the best, best memories I have is when he'd sit with his staff in the mornings
before court and we'd have those Tommy's burritos. Rest in peace, Judge. You're
definitely going to be missed.

Darlene May - March 05 at 01:37 AM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Jaclyn - March 04 at 10:51 PM

“

Mayela, I am deeply grieved when I think of your tremendous loss. Ray was always so kind
and had such a great smile. I am praying for you and your girls.
Arlene - March 05 at 09:24 AM

“

Mayela, my deepest condolences to you and your daughters on the loss of your
beloved husband. I pray that God fills your hearts with peace during this difficult time.
Remembering all the precious memories of him will forever keep him alive and help
get you through this. May he rest in peace. Sending you and your family love and
light.
~Grace Estrada

G Estrada - March 04 at 04:26 PM

“

My heart is aching. When I return to St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Judge Martinez will not
be there and his presence will be missed by me and all of our church community.
May his wife and family find comfort in knowing how much he meant to so many,
including my whole family. We were all blessed to know him. May he rest in peace.
Carmen Jacques and family

Carmen Jacques - March 04 at 03:44 PM

“

Mayla, my heart goes out to you and the family over the loss of Phil. He made a huge
impact on my life as I know he did with others. May God somehow bring you comfort during
these difficult times. Norma and I will keep you and the family in our thoughts and prayers.
Dick Alcala - March 04 at 08:04 PM

“

80 files added to the album LifeTributes

Sunset Funeral Homes - March 04 at 03:23 PM

“

Judge Phil, you made such an impact on our lives as attorneys. Your
accomplishments are too many to name. I feel privileged to have appeared and tried
cases in your courts. Thank you for always being the utmost professional and for
teaching us to be kind, honest and hard working. You cannot be replaced. You will be
missed. May God comfort your family. You made all of us feel special by always
knowing our families. Heartbroken. Laura Enriquez

Laura Enriquez - March 04 at 01:36 AM

“

Fare the well Judge Martinez. May your journey be peaceful. I am a retired police
officer and now an investigator for the Federal Public Defenders office. Over the 25
years I have been an investigator for the FPD, I attended several trials and other
hearings in Judge Martinez court room.
When you stepped into his courtroom you knew you, your client, and all those
assigned to the defense of the client would be treated respectfully and fairly. He
always had a "good morning" for all and would acknowledge your presence in his
courtroom. He made you feel "welcomed." He was a good honorable man. Prayers
for peace and strength go out to his family and friends during this difficult and
stressful time. Jg

juan guerrero - March 03 at 05:38 PM

“

There are so many great things one can write about Judge Martinez. His love for El
Paso was unrivaled as seen by him championing so many causes for the Sun City.
He was a perfectionist at work which showed in his thoughtful deliberations on each
case that passed before him. He was a devout man and was not afraid to show his
faith in almighty God. Not many people know this but Judge Martinez had a great
sense of humor, sometimes unintentional, or so we thought (we all came to
recognize his dry sense of humor). He was a scholarly giant that few of us could
rival. Until we meet again, may you Rest in Peace and Veritas Christo et Ecclesiae.

Anonymous - March 03 at 05:28 PM

“

My heartfelt condolence to the Martinez family. Judge Martinez was very influential in
my career and education choices and I was proud to have worked directly with him
over the last year and a half and over the last 19 years. I have many memories of
him and will cherish the thoughtfulness of his emails and good natured
conversations. Judge Martinez was an advocate for the El Paso Division of U.S.
Probation and we were proud to have served him. I will miss him every day and
honor his memory.
Sincerest condolences and God bless,
David and Claudia Lardizabal

David Lardizabal - March 03 at 05:25 PM

“

My sincere sorry for judge Martinez family. When I learned of judge Mrs death I really
felt for his wife and especially his parents. When I seen judge and his wife in mass I
would wave a hi to him and I hoped he would let his mom know I asked about he. It
really bother s me that he is with God now but he is still with his parents and
especially his wife Manuela. May god be with you his family here on earth. Loretta d.
Clark

eir.liss
Loretta d. Clark - March 03 at 03:49 PM

