Joseph Bender
August 1, 1942 - November 19, 2020

Joseph Bender passed away on November 19th, 2020. Joseph was born in Budapest,
Hungary on Aug. 1st, 1942. Educated in classical music he became a professional bass
player and founded the Hungarian rock band, ATLASZ. They developed such a reputation
and fan base that they were allowed to travel
beyond the border to perform gigs throughout Eastern Europe. It was during this time that
Joseph began his art sales career. He would bring works of art across the border to sell
and then buy other works to add to his growing collection. In the early 70s he took his
family and escaped the Communist regime of Hungary. They settled down in Los Angeles
where he raised his two daughters, Kinga and Reka after a divorce from his first wife.
In the early 80s when the political situation allowed, he was able to go back to visit
Hungary. He met Arianna but it took him ten years to convince her to marry him. First, they
lived in Columbia, SC, where he established his art business, then they moved to
Strasburg, Virginia, where Joseph opened an art and antiques mall and Arianna studied
for her Medical boards.
Arianna was offered an internship in El Paso and the two began a new chapter in their
lives. Joseph became a fixture in the Arts community of El Paso where he was on the
boards of both the El Paso Museum of Art and the El Paso Opera. He was a standout in
his tuxedo at gallery openings and opera performances. Joseph Bender Art and Antiques
promoted multiple El Paso artists such as Julie Ford Oliver, Tita Milan, Connie Dilworth,
Earline Barnes and Mary Booth, among others.
Retiring in 2012 after a bad accident that kept him increasingly homebound, Joseph
nevertheless continued to be a generous and knowledgeable source for others in building
their art and antique collections. A great chef, his Hungarian specialties were legendary.
To enter his kitchen was to enter a frenzy of chopping and braising and a cloud of
delicious aromas – but not during LA Kings games.
He was an avid fan of the LA Kings hockey team continuing to follow them through out all
his travels.
He is survived by his loving wife, Arianna and two daughters Kinga and Reka and his
grandson, James. In addition, Joseph and Arianna “adopted” two foreign students, Hieu
from Vietnam and Yan from Malaysia who both were very close to him.

Joseph will be missed by all those who knew and loved him.
Services will be live streamed at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 3rd, 2020 by Sunset
Funeral Home-West, 480 N. Resler Dr. Please visit the online registry at http://www.sunset
funeralhomes.net
Live Streaming Services: https://www.facebook.com/sunsetfuneralhome/

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Sunset Funeral Homes - December 02, 2020 at 02:56 PM

“

Joseph was a great man, with a kind, loving heart, and a gentle soul. He loved and
cared for everyone around him, as much as he cared for his pet turtles and fishes.
Arianna was his perfect soulmate and they loved each other dearly. He lived a good,
full life surrounded by family and friends. He will be cherished and remembered in
our memories and hearts forever.
His life journey was filled with exciting travel adventures, interesting life experiences,
and a successful career which led to many wonderful stories that he would share
with everyone around him. He was always willing to help others, imparting his
wisdom and knowledge, and giving advice when we needed them.
He loved cooking and baking so we shared that in common. Most of our time was
spent in the kitchen making delicious Hungarian food from scratch such as
palacsinta, pörkölt, paprikás csirke, cseresznye pite, túrógombóc, and beigli, to name
a few. His Hungarian food tasted better than the food I tasted in Budapest. However,
I have to admit that I am still not used to adding sour cream in everything like he did.
I will definitely miss cooking and baking together with him.
He was an incredible role model and had a great impact on my life. He taught me
that we need to take care of ourselves so we can take care of others. He showed us
how to live life to the fullest and I am forever grateful for his kindness, love, support,
and friendship. Köszönöm, Joseph. We may have lost one of the biggest LA Kings
fan, but I think he will continue cheering them on from up above so they better play
well! Go Kings Go!
We will miss your warm hugs and big smiles, Joseph... May you rest in peace.
Szeretlek.

Yanci - December 04, 2020 at 11:41 PM

“

There is a saying: “In the end, it is not the years in your life that count, It's the life in
your years”.
While daddies time ended far sooner than any of us would have wished, I still feel
thankful that in many ways he was blessed with both a life of many years, and many
years full of life. I truly believe that he is a master craftsman of unique experiences,
and had an approach to life that we can all learn from.
When I first spoke with daddy and mommy on the phone 17 years ago, I would have
never guessed how much our lives would intertwine, and how they would both
become such an important part of me. Mommy used to work long hours and I
naturally spent most of my days out of school with daddy: preparing food, doing
homework, which was definitely not daddy’s skillset, or spending hours looking for
the next big art or antique that absolutely bored me to my core. Yet, no matter what
the task, daddy always put his heart into it genuinely. The undivided attention he
would give was always the same whether it be to his most beloved family or to a
stranger.
Daddy is and will always be more than just a “host father” to me. He is a friend, a
mentor, and of course a dad.
Growing up, I often associated crying as a sign of weakness, and I thought it would
be best to ignore the feelings and keep moving forward. Daddy would tell me that
having those feelings just meant we are human. And true strength is measured not of
how many tears we weep, but what we do afterwards. And I have to say that since
hearing his wise words, I have become a bit of a cry baby…
So I apologize that I will not break that tradition today. I will let my tears flow now and
many times in the future. But after those tears, I will strive to carry on his spirit, his
memories, and his legacy. As I am certain you will all do the same.
Thank you for all the warmth, condolences and support you have given us thus far
and for being here [service 3/12/2020] today.

Hieu Duong - December 03, 2020 at 08:23 PM

“

Dr. Bender
You know how we both feel about you, and the information that we have learned
about Joseph over the period of time we have known you I am really sorry that I did
not get together with Joseph more often.
He must have been a great guy to know and to learn from, Its like the message I
originally sent you we are at loss for words and although you are the Doctor if we can
do anything for you I will expect you to ask.
Irene and Ira Batt

Irene and Ira Batt - December 03, 2020 at 05:30 PM

“

Ilse lit a candle in memory of Joseph Bender

Ilse - December 03, 2020 at 02:41 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Joseph Bender.

December 03, 2020 at 01:39 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Joseph Bender.

December 03, 2020 at 01:03 AM

“

Dr. Bender and family,
Our deepest condolences on the loss of Mr. Bender. May God keep you wrapped in
his comforting arms during this time.
Sincerely,
James and Robin Simmons

Robin Simmons - December 02, 2020 at 11:40 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Joseph Bender.

December 02, 2020 at 01:13 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joseph Bender.

November 30, 2020 at 02:11 PM

“

Ariana
I am so sorry to hear about Joseph’s passing. He was a good and generous friend
and lived life to its fullest. I am grieving at the news. Sending you love and my
condolences. I felt lucky to know you both when you came to El Paso and we were
fortunate that you made your lives there.
Always,
Abraham Verghese

abraham - November 29, 2020 at 07:25 PM

“

Dear Dr Bender, Rosa and I want to express our sincerest condolences to you and
your family for your loss of Mr Bender.We will remember Mr.Bender in our prayers.

james and rosa mcdonald - November 29, 2020 at 05:31 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Dr Bender. Joseph was a kind and Renaissance man. I
enjoyed our wonderful conversations about art, antiques, business, politics and
healthcare.

irene Chavez - November 29, 2020 at 02:43 PM

“

Dear Joseph, your untimely departure from this earth has been very difficult to
comprehend, and to accept. We will miss your smiling face and your ultimate delicious
baked goodies, especially the cherry strudel that you so much enjoyed yourself. Especially
Wenny will miss taking the pits out of the cherries with you at the kitchen table with the pits
jumping everywhere. With us to stay are the beautiful memories of the times Cobi and
Wenny spent with you and Arianna, for lunches, dinners and birthday parties. So sad we
could not celebrate your 78th birthday with you this last August due to Covid, but every
year on August 1st we will be celebrating the day your were born, with sweet memories of
the birthdays passed. Rest in Peace, dear Joseph. No more pain in your heavenly home.
We will keep a loving eye on your dear Arianna for you. We love you, and will miss you!
Wenny & Cobi - December 02, 2020 at 01:32 PM

“

Dear Arianna,
Ho and I are deeply sadden by your loss. In reading the obituary, your husband must
have been incredibly talented as an artist and as an advocate of the arts.
Considering your profession in medicine and his in the arts, your life together must
have been very exciting.
Kerry Ann and Ho

Kerry Gardner - November 28, 2020 at 11:40 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Joseph Bender.

November 27, 2020 at 09:18 PM

“

I’m so very sorry for the loss of your dear husband. May he Rest In Peace! I’m
praying for you and your family and asking Our Lord to give you peace and comfort
for the days ahead! God bless you!

Mary Alicia Parra - November 27, 2020 at 08:00 PM

“

Dr. Bender, sending you our most sincere condolences on the passing of your
husband, Joseph. May he be resting in Our Lord's loving hands and may you
be comforted by the love we all feel for you. God bless you.
Gloria and Bill McNealy

Gloria P. McNealy - November 27, 2020 at 07:34 PM

“

Mike and I are deeply sadden by your loss. Please accept our sincerest condolences to
you and your family. We are praying for you and asking Our Lord to give you peace and
comfort. Sending you a hug!
Mike and Marcia McNamee
Marcia - December 01, 2020 at 10:30 AM

“

Karen, Riley, Leo, Ellen and I are so sorry for your loss. We are praying for comfort for you
and your family.
Sally Schuster and family
Sally Schuster - December 02, 2020 at 10:59 PM

