Oscar G. Gabaldon, Jr.
June 22, 1956 - December 3, 2020

Oscar G. Gabaldon, Jr., born in El Paso, TX, beloved husband, loving father, and
grandfather, passed away on Thursday, December 3rd, 2020 at the age of 64 to be with
our Lord Jesus Christ. He was an Assistant City Attorney and former Child Protection
Court Associate Judge in the 65th Judicial Family Court for almost 14 years, serving as
Judge from 2001 to 2014. He concurrently served as an associate judge in the Prevention
Family Drug Court.
He is survived by his loving wife, Martha M. Gabaldon; his loving children, Marissa
Gabaldon, Cynthia Ann Gabaldon, and Oscar G. Gabaldon, III; his mother, Alba
Gabaldon; brothers, Luis A. Gabaldon and Hugo M. Gabaldon; and sister, Clarissa Acuna;
his grandchildren, Adaline Rose, Maisie Missy, and Autumn Skye. He is preceded in death
by his father; Oscar G. Gabaldon, Sr.; and his sister, Nancy Torres. Pallbearers are Oscar
G. Gabaldon, III., Luis A. Gabaldon, Hugo M. Gabaldon, Jimmy Quintanar, and Honorary
Pallbearer Armando Moncada.
While pursuing his studies for the Roman Catholic priesthood, Oscar graduated from the
St. Thomas Seminary College & School of Theology, the Metropolitan State College, and
the Iliff School of Theology, all in Denver, CO. He attended the University of St. Thomas,
while stationed at St. Mary's Seminary in Houston. He graduated from The University of
Texas at El Paso in 1979 with Honors with a degree in Philosophy. He then graduated and
earned his law degree (Doctor of Jurisprudence) in Houston from the South Texas College
of Law in 1982.
On October 7, 1978, he married the love of his life, Martha, with whom he was blessed
with three children. His family was the most important thing in his life and he was deeply
devoted to them. Throughout his life, Oscar was greatly involved in his community. He
began his career as an attorney in 1982 and primarily worked for The Texas Department
of Human Services for most of his law career. Family law was always his greatest passion.
Oscar was a Senior Trial Attorney with the County Attorney's Office prosecuting Child
Protective Services (CPS) cases of child abuse and neglect. He had previously served as

the Regional Attorney for the Texas Department of Human Services, where he was the
Chief Legal Officer. Oscar also served as the department's Regional Mediation
Coordinator and Incident Management Team Leader, Special Assistant Attorney General,
an Assistant District Attorney, an Assistant County Attorney, a State Child Welfare
Attorney, a Mediator, and a College Instructor of Business Law. Oscar then served as the
Associate Judge for the 65th Judicial State District Family Court, and presided for
approximately 14 years over the Child Protection Court, which handled all the cases of
child abuse and neglect (CPS), and related cases such as CPS adoptions. He had the
distinction of being the first and, for several years, the only Judge in the State of Texas to
be certified as a specialist in Child Welfare Law (CWLS) by the American Bar Association
and the National Association of Counsel for Children. He also briefly presided over the
65th Judicial State District's Protective Order Court. Oscar was a very compassionate
judge who balanced the needs of the children with the rights of parents. Oscar's passion
was always helping those in need, especially children. He then worked as a lawyer for the
City of El Paso in the Litigation Section. Besides being a trial attorney for the City, he also
served as the Police Legal Advisor for the El Paso Police Department and Legal Advisor
for the Veteran's Affairs Advisory Committee. He also provided the legal oversight of the
Texas Public Information Act and was a deputized City Prosecutor. Oscar was a member
of the State Bar of Texas, the Western District of the United States District Court, and the
5th Circuit Federal Court of Appeals.
Oscar had also been a member of several organizations, including being the VicePresident of the El Paso Coalition for the Homeless Board of Directors, member of
Truancy Prevention Council, Board Member with the Casa Blanca Therapeutic
Communities, Inc. to name a few. He also held several positions in the PTA and PTO
(Parent-Teacher-Association/Organization), including PTA and PTO President for the
Ysleta Council of PTAs and the Socorro Independent School District PTA/PTO Council. He
was a member of the Life Management Center Professional Advisory committee, the
Career Centers of Texas school advisory board, the Medical Assistants Committee of
Career Centers of Texas, the Apostolate of Our Lady of Guadalupe Board of Directors,
and Co-Leader/Co-Chair of the Governance Team of the Border Children's Mental Health
Collaborative. He was also Deputy Lead Judge, and subsequently Lead Judge, of the El
Paso Victims Act Model Court (VAMC), the Preservation/Preventative track Family Drug
Court Judge, member of the El Paso Bar Association Board of Directors, the El Paso Bar
Association Speaker's Bureau, the El Paso Bar Association Editorial Committee (Assistant
Editor and contributing writer) for The El Paso Bar Journal publication, the State Bar of
Texas, the Federal Bar Association, the American Bar Association, the National
Association of Council for Children, the National Conference of Spealized Court Judges,
the College of The State Bar of Texas, the Faith, Law and Morality Committee of the

National Council of Juvenille and Family Court Judges, the National Association of Drug
Court Professionals, the Aliviane Community Trauma Treatment and Services Steering
Committee, the State Bar of Texas Court Rules Committee, the State Bar of Texas Child
Abuse and Neglect Committee, and other community organizations and societies.
A recipient of numerous awards and recognitions, Oscar considered his most treasured
recognitions to be the Outstanding Father of the Year Award (1992), given to him by the
state employees of the El Paso state regional office of Children's Protective Services, the
Parent Leader of the Year Award given to him by the Border Children's Mental Health
Collaborative/El Paso Federation of Families (2005), and the Humanitarian Award given to
him by Aliviane, Inc. Oscar was awarded for his work on eliminating racism,
disproportionality, and disparities in the foster care system. Oscar was also the award
recipient for the 2007 State Bar of Texas Best Series of Articles for "Ethics and the
Profession." His guest speaking presentations, throughout the country and abroad, and
his numerous published articles, included a wide range of audiences and subjects.
He was very passionate about his faith and never turned down an opportunity to help
family, a friend, or a stranger out. He also taught Catechism to children and Adult
Confirmation at St. Raphael Catholic Church. Oscar loved to play the guitar and sing. He
would always welcome a good game of Chess, especially with his wife Martha and he was
a big fan of the author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Sherlock Holmes books. He shared a
passion for reading about mysteries and ghosts with his oldest daughter Marissa, a love of
animals, particularly for dogs, with his daughter Cynthia, and a passion for the law with his
son Oscar, who is in law enforcement. His favorite board game to play with his family was
Clue and his favorite movie was the 1937 version of "The Hound of the Baskervilles". One
of his favorite things to snack on was prickly pears (tunas) and he loved a good glass of
homemade lemonade. One of his favorite pastimes was going on small road trips with his
family. He often expressed that the greatest joy he ever experienced was marrying his wife
Martha and having his three children.
A visitation was held at 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM with a rosary at 11:00 AM on Tuesday,
January 5, 2021 at Sunset Funeral Home- Americas, 9521 North Loop Dr. Interment was
held at 1:00 PM Tuesday, January 5, 2021 at Mount Carmel Cemetery. Services entrusted
to Sunset Funeral Home- Americas.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Sunset Funeral Homes - January 13 at 03:53 PM

“

We are very grateful to God that we had the opportunity to spend beautiful moments with
Judge Gabaldon, Martha and the children. We will treasure the times that we spent with
Judge Gabaldon and his family at Grandy's, other restaurants and their home. We will
always remember his sense of humor and the sound of the little birdie he would make that
brought us so much joy. He loved his family and he taught confirmation at St. Raphael and
youth loved him. He made Christmas time very special because they invited us to their
home. We will always remember him, he remains in our hearts and we loved having him as
a treasured friend.
Irma and Jesse Velasquez - January 22 at 05:12 PM

“

I first met Oscar at our Wedding rehearsal. He was one of my husband’s dearest
friends. They served together in CPS And worked for families in the courthouse for
many years. When my husband found he was unable to give Oscar a kidney, I
stepped in on his behalf. Mind you I had just recovered from appendix surgery but
Oscar needed me. A feeling of peace came over me that day. A few weeks later we
heard I was a match. We were on vacation and danced around the hotel room in joy.
After about 5 months of tests and Oscar needing the kidney more urgently, we spent
a few days at the hospital for the transplant surgery. I will never forget my sister
asking the nurse at the icu asking where my other kidney was and they immediately
pointed to his room. He was resting and excitedly told us he was already benefitting
from the kidney. I cry when I think of our journey together and apart but always in
each other’s hearts. My brother, you will always be remembered and missed. We
love you

Patricia Reese-Zuck - March 07 at 06:54 PM

“

I was fortunate enough to be in Oscar's sphere, much less his classmate for six
years at the seminary in El Paso, then at St. Thomas Aquinas Theological Seminary
in Denver. Oscar would have made a terrific Catholic priest. His compassion, gentle
manner and humility would have healed so many hearts. Instead, he married the love
of his life, had children, then found the way he could make the most difference in this
world. He was an astute attorney and an even more effective judge. El Paso's child
court system is nationally-renowned because of Oscar's guiding influence. Now, we
are all truly poorer without Oscar in this world. He is now our guiding angel. Con todo
carino, mi hermano.
Rick DeReyes
Albuquerque, NM

Rick DeReyes - January 18 at 07:02 PM

“

I am fortunate to have known Oscar. Our work family definitely will not be the same
without him. He was one of a kind. An honorable, kindhearted gentleman. He always
lead by example. I remember him periodically sharing his “food for thought”, links to
songs he loved, and his articles published in the El Paso Bar Journal. I feel honored
and blessed for being part of that group email. I learned a lot from him. He always
spoke highly of his family and loved them so dearly. I’m thankful to have those fond
memories. May his life inspire all of us to do more good with our own. God bless you.
~Jackie Leyva~

Jackie Leyva - January 14 at 10:54 AM

“

It was an honor and pleasure to have met Oscar. He was very gracious to me when I
visited three years ago, his hospitality above and beyond. I was privileged to hear
him play the guitar and sing. I was honored to get copies of some of his writings, and
not knowing his complete educational background, was impressed with his skill of
getting his message across for the protection of children and young adults and
standing by the law. I will always remember when he heard I loved the spiral
architecture on the freeway and wanted to take photographs of it, learning that it also
changed to various colors. He made it a point for he and Martha to take me and find
a good shooting spot. I will always love him for that. A true gentleman. I'm sorry I
didn't get to know you more over the years Oscar. I shall miss you. May God have
mercy and love on your soul. My broken heart extends to my cousin Martha and also
Marissa, Cindy, and Osky. With love always, Jennie Yáñez

Jennie Yanez - January 14 at 12:47 AM

