Robert Booth
September 18, 1926 - July 23, 2007

Robert Henry Ward (Bobby) Booth passed away peaceably, July 23, 2007, to a beautiful
place befitting his life. Born September 18, 1926, he lived a full life marked by caring,
compassion for his fellow man, and a relentless desire to teach, coach and mentor others
to improve there own. As a devoted and loving husband, father, grandfather, greatgrandfather, brother, and teacher, his presence will be forever missed. Robert is survived
by his wife of 56 years, Sammie Nell Grissom Booth, sons James Robert, Joe Rodney,
Jerome Roy, grandchildren Jessica Brie Lindsay, Jerod Robert Booth, Michal Joanne
Booth, Madison Jennifer Booth, and great-grandchildren Zoe and Zach Lindsay, brother
Bernard Joseph Booth, many in-laws, nieces and nephews. Robert will be remembered
for his devotion to his family, his students, his fellow musicians, his friends, and those who
enjoyed his music, wit, intellect, and most importantly his sense of decency. He was born
in San Antonio, Texas and moved to El Paso as an infant. He graduated from Austin High
School, received his Bachelors Degree from the Texas College of Mines and his Masters
Degree from Texas Western College. He later completed post-graduate work at Harvard
University, MIT, Boston University, the Aspen School of Music and Florida State University.
At the Texas College of Mines he was instrumental in the formation of the Varsitonians, an
on-campus big band that played at campus parties and functions. He was a veteran,
Honorably Discharged from the Army Air Force in 1948 and the Air Force in 1952. In 1951
he began a teaching career with the El Paso Independent School District where he taught
music, band and orchestra at El Paso High, and later at Austin High School. His bands
and orchestras consistently performed at a superior level leading to accolades at the
Texas state level. Robert taught in music education as an assistant band director and
orchestra director at Coronado High School until May of this year. At the age of 80, he was
motivated to pass his knowledge onto students over 60 years his junior. He was a member
of the El Paso Symphony and played trumpet and violin with the symphony for 38 years.
Throughout his musical career Robert performed with touring stage shows, rodeo and
circus groups and the Ice Capades as a fill-in during their El Paso performances. He also
led a number of music ensembles that played throughout the southwest, including the
Bobby Booth Orchestra, the Sunland Dixieland Band, the Windy City Jazz Ensemble, and
various quartets, quintets, and jazz ensembles. He enjoyed the camaraderie of fellow

musicians in the Music Unlimited Rehearsal Band. His list of accomplished private
students that progressed into positions of acclaim and positions of life long careers in the
music education field and musical accomplishment is noteworthy. He served as
Secretary/Treasurer for the El Paso Federation of Musicians. He helped initiate one of the
most successful cultural programs in the history of El Paso, the Music Under the Stars
program that now entertains thousands of music lovers at the Chamizal National Park.
Many are not aware that the early years of this free concert series were held at R.E
McKee Stadium at Austin High School and R.R Jones Stadium at El Paso High School
before they moved to Memorial Park in the early 1960’s. He was a member of the City’s
first Arts Resources Department Board of Directors that supported the expansion of the
program to the Chamizal National Park. However, he was not simply a musician, music
educator, and supporter of the Arts. He was a youth coach. His skill on the baseball
diamond and his understanding of the great American game made him a superb coach
whose teams routinely were league champions and vied repeatedly for City of El Paso
championship honors. As a member of the Eastwood Optimist Club, he coached baseball,
football and basketball. His basketball teams excelled with one team winning the City
Championship. But his greatest attribute was the way he dealt with the people he
encountered. He enjoyed attending and serving as usher at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church.
He routinely extended his time and energy to help those with whom he came in contact.
Robert (Bobby) Booth was a family’s patriarch, a musician’s musician, a player’s coach, a
friend’s friend and a gentleman’s gentleman. Pallbearers will be Mike Davis, Matt Davis,
Mitch Davis, Joey Booth, Jimmy Booth, Fred Paz III, Mark Saenz, and Al Anderson. In lieu
of flowers, the family requests contributions be made to the Jimmy V Foundation, M.D.
Anderson Cancer Center Children’s Art Project or St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. A funeral
service will be held at 9 am, Friday, July 27, 2007 at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church located
at 7050 McNutt Rd, La Union, NM 88021. Interment will follow at Ft. Bliss National
Cemetery at 11 am with Military Honors. Services entrusted to Sunset Funeral HomeWest. Please visit our online register book at http://www.sunsetfuneralhomes.net

Comments

“

Mr. Booth was not only a great teacher and musician, but a wonderfully sweet man. I
will never forget his kindness and humor, and I consider myself very lucky to have
learned from him not just band music, but specifically jazz. He was a great player. He
will remain an influence in my life, and many others' I'm sure, forever.

Danielle Kaplan - September 28, 2007 at 10:33 PM

“

Bob and I were good friends for all of our college years. When one passes on it
always brings back pleasant memories. I doubt that Sammie will remember me, we
met just after your first son was born. Joe, maybe. I'm a little late here as a mutual
friend in El Paso sent me the obituary from the Times. To all of Bob's family and
friends, let's just remember the good times.

Don Jenkins - July 31, 2007 at 09:38 PM

“

We celebrate the life of Mr. Booth. My deepest sympathy to all.

Jackie Gaines - July 31, 2007 at 12:12 PM

“

I will miss seeing Mr. Booth every morning walking into the copy/mail room at
Coronado with one of his hats in hand. He shared so many stories with me, most
especially about baseball and his Boston Red Sox. He was a kind, gentleman and
will be missed greatly.
Mary Coppinger/clerk at CHS

Mary Coppinger - July 31, 2007 at 10:58 AM

“

I WAS A STUDENT OF MR. BOOTH AT CORONADO HIGH SCHOOL. HE ALWAYS
MADE US LAUGH DURING BAND PRACTICE. IM SO SORRY FOR YOUR LOSE.
HE TRULY WAS A GREAT MAN WITH A GREAT HEART.

naomi gutierrez - July 29, 2007 at 05:09 PM

“

We offer you our condolences in the passing of Bobby. I have fond memories of the
Booth Brothers and the Porter Brothers attending Houston Grade School and Austin
High School together. We had a great time, and knowing Bobby, he had a great time
whatever he did in life.
With Sympathy, Lynn & Mitzie Porter

N. Lynn & Mitzie Porter - July 28, 2007 at 07:54 PM

“

Mr. Booth was a wonderful, kind man and will be missed. As a former student in the
CHS Band, I have many fond memories of Mr. Booth and my heart goes out to the
Booth family in this difficult time.

Heather Yeager - July 28, 2007 at 01:34 PM

“

My sincerest condolences to your family. I remember Mr. Booth well: he taught me
how to buzz my trumpet mouthpiece... and when I had trouble doing it, he taught me
to not give up! He will be remembered well.

Hugo Moreno - July 28, 2007 at 09:08 AM

“

What a wonderful life and what a wonderful person. The world is a much better place
because of your love of family, music and people. Our love to the whole family.

Jay and Pat Saunders - July 27, 2007 at 08:50 AM

“

Dear Booth family, We are so grateful that Mr. Booth has been a part of our family's
life since the 1970's. His compassion, love for others, talent and passion for music
are gifts he has shared with so many fortunate people. We will miss him dearly.

The Haugland Family - July 26, 2007 at 09:27 PM

“

I am glad I was able to have Mr. Booth as a music teacher from 1995-1999. My
thoughts are with you in this difficult time.

Kristyn Becker Ingram - July 26, 2007 at 09:04 PM

“

I was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of such a wonderful man. I will always
remember him for his passion and dedication to music and his enthusiasm to teach
so many students.
My deepest sympathies to the family. My thoughts are with you at this time. -Nichole
(Negrete) Pate CHS Band Member 1994-1998

Nichole (Negrete) Pate - July 26, 2007 at 06:33 PM

“

Mr. Booth was the assistant band director at Coronado High School when I was a
teenager. He was always so very kind and sweet to the band students. He and Mr.
Lambrecht were notorious for sharing their life stories during band rehearsals and I'll
never forget the day that Mr. Booth told us about the "burro" he had growing up. That
was only one of many stories...
I am saddened to hear of his passing but know how very much his memory will be
kept alive by those he's touched in his 80 years.

Rebekah (Bassett) Nelson - July 26, 2007 at 06:32 PM

“

El Paso has lost a wonderful person and great musician. I have fond memories of Mr.
Booth and am thankful to have witnessed his passion and dedication to teaching
music. He will be missed.

Chris Bassett - July 26, 2007 at 06:13 PM

“

I am saddened by the passing of Mr. Booth. As a fellow Coronado band alum, I will
always be grateful for all that Mr. Booth taught me. The Phillips family(Dan, Jennifer
and Kate) will have the Booth family in our thoughts and prayers.

Jennifer (Phillips) Hamrick - July 26, 2007 at 03:35 PM

“

I will always be grateful to Mr. Booth for the profound influence that he had on my
children, Sarah and Christine Hobson. They were both in his bands at Morehead and
Coronado, and they both appreciated, respected and loved AMr. Booth. Your family
has our deepest sympathy.

Leila Safi Hobson - July 26, 2007 at 03:17 PM

“

Mr. Booth you will be missed. I have miss our times that we conversed while I worked
at Coronado High School. And you made me think of trying to play the Trumpet
again. Thank you for being there for me.

Andy Espinosa - July 26, 2007 at 02:36 PM

“

Mr Booth was a very positive and pleasant man, up to the last day I saw him at
Coronado. I loved having conversations with him. He had a way of conversing with
people of different age levels.I will dearly miss him and that cheerful positive attitude
of his. He was a very dedicated man.

Susie Vera - July 26, 2007 at 02:23 PM

“

I was saddened to hear of the passing of Mr. Booth. As a former band member I
spent quite a bit of time with him. In addition, I took private lessons from him for
about four years. He was such a fine man, who genuinely cared for the students he
came in contact with. I want to let the Booth family know that you all are in my
prayers during this time. God Bless.

Chris Carpenter - July 26, 2007 at 11:51 AM

“

I'm so sorry to hear about Mr Booth's passing. I will always remember him as a very
patient, caring man. He taught my son, Aaron Boon, trumpet lessons many years
ago and my daughter, Melanie Boon Kotzur, was in band at Coronado for her four
years of high school. Also, Sammie, you taught Melanie piano lessons for many
years. We are all saddened, but admire his courage, strength, and friendly smile for
all. He will be missed at Coronado. Suzanne Kofoed

Suzanne Kofoed - July 26, 2007 at 11:36 AM

“

When I think of Mr. Booth, I think of the bright smile and cheery, "Hello," he shared
with me nearly every morning as our paths crossed on our way to class. I'm very
sorry for your loss. -- Barbara Peterson, English teacher, Coronado High School

Barbara Peterson - July 26, 2007 at 09:41 AM

“

I adored Mr. Booth. He was a gentleman in every regard. I am so glad that our twins
had the opportunity to know him as friend and director of the jazz band at Coronado
High School.

George and Ruth Bassett - July 26, 2007 at 12:32 AM

“

Mr. Booth was a kind, compassionate person blessed with the rare gift of being able
to infuse his personal enthusiasm, dedication, and zest into those around him. He
was an outstanding teacher and a man of exemplary character. We are all blessed to
have had the opportunity to know and learn from him at various points in our lives.
You will be missed, Mr. Booth. Godspeed.

James Curl - July 26, 2007 at 12:02 AM

“

The 80th Birthday Party was such a wonderful get together for so many of us. Our
memories of it along with over 60 years of other times will not be forgotten. Our
thoughts and prayers will be with Sammie and Joe and of course the rest of the
family.

Tom & Gerry Porter - July 25, 2007 at 10:34 PM

“

What a gift I personally received from my first band director!!!! The partnership he
shared with his wife equipped me for life, both musically and in personal discipline.
And each family member carries his leagacy forward. May God strengthen you as
you release him and remember him in love. You're in my prayers.
Love, Nina (Hon) Beeler

Nina (Hon) Beeler - July 25, 2007 at 10:29 PM

“

I was a student at Coronado from 93-96. Mr. Booth was the most kind hearted,
generous, warm person I have ever met. He greeted us every morning with a smile
on his face. It didn't matter if it was 6:30am and 100 degrees outside he was there
smiling. As a teacher he genuinely care about each and every student that he came
in contact with. He impacted so many young peoples lives. I know that all of us have
great memories of our own moments with Mr. Booth. When ever I think about my
time at Coronado he is apart of my memories. he is truely missed. I feel sadness for
the students that will be at CHS that will not have the experience of him touching
their lives. I was truely blessed to have him touch mine. I will always remember him
fondly. I am very sorry for your family's loss of such a great man. I am sorry for El
Paso's loss of such a great, wonderful man. Please know that he touched thousads
of students lives, and that we are greatful, and appreciative of the time that we got to
spend with him.

Amanda Brinsfield - July 25, 2007 at 10:13 PM

“

He "made waves" in the "stream of music." Thank you, Bobby!

Mary Lou and Jim Wade - July 25, 2007 at 09:51 PM

“

My fondest memory of Mr. Booth, had to be back when I was a junior captain at CHS
trying to start the Spring Colorguard Program in 2000. We were fresh off Marching
season, and Jenny Tarin, My fellow captian wanted to do more then have a free
period. So we approached Mr. Booth with the idea. For some reason he was placed
in charge of the twenty crazy girls known as auxiliary. He smiled at us and said, "well
this should be exciting" and signed off on the idea. He supported us 100% and I
knew that though he didn't know much of our sport, he saw our vision. Mr. Booth was
a great man and a great teacher. He made us all feel special in our own way. I hope
that one day I can say I lived half the life he did. Thank you for the life lessons and
the memories. I will carry them with me always.

Alexandra Bustamante - July 25, 2007 at 07:46 PM

“

The obituary spoke volumes about the good long life Bobby lived--so many fine
accomplishments. I was lucky to know him and Joe at AHS and later to see them at
dances over the years. Just know that God will be near you to give you strength and
courage--Speak and He will listen. Love, Mary

Mary Cunningham Hoover - July 25, 2007 at 07:41 PM

“

Bobby was a good friend and an excellent performer. He will be missed.

John Slaton - July 25, 2007 at 07:24 PM

“

My family would like to offer our prayers to the Booth family. Mr. Booth was well
known during my high school years at Burges (1967-1970) because the Austin Band
was always the school we always tried to beat in competition. Mr. Booth was a great
man and musician as we knew because my Dad, David Marruffo Sr. who always
spoke very highly of him. My Dad and Mr. Booth played together and covered for
each other at many functions when one or the other had prior commitments. In later
years, my brother, David Jr. spoke highly of Mr. Booth and today it is a shock to hear
of his passing. Through our faith we know that he is in a better world and probably
already signed up to perform and teach. We would also want to thank him and his
family for his service to our country through the military.
Gods Blessing to his family.
Peace,
Ernest R. Marruffo

Ernest R. Marruffo - July 25, 2007 at 07:22 PM

